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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Tooley Interests, LLC (Applicant) is proposing to develop a new mixed-use development (Project) on an 
approximately 1.13-acre site (1.09 acres post-dedication), located at 1400 Vine Street (Project Site) in 
the City of Los Angeles. The Project proposes a 8-Story structure above three levels of subterranean 
parking. The Project will include 198 apartment units (studio, 1-bedroom, and 2-bedroom units) above 
approximately 16,000 square feet of retail and restaurants on the ground level, and 278 parking stalls 
in three subterranean levels. Two existing commercial buildings, a FedEx Office to the North and a wine 
merchant to the South, and a shared surface parking lot shall be removed to accommodate the Project.  

 

 
 

1.2 SCOPE OF WORK 
 
This report describes the current location of existing wastewater infrastructure and analyzes potential 
Project impacts to the City’s infrastructure. 
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2. REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 
 
The Project site is located in the City of Los Angeles, and therefore falls under the jurisdiction of the Bureau 
of Sanitation (BOS) of the City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works. The BOS serves over four 
million customers, and it’s sewer system is split into three subsystems – the Hyperion Sanitary Sewer 
System, the Terminal Island Water Reclamation Plant Sanitary Sewer System, and Regional Sanitary Sewer 
System. The Project site lies within the Hyperion Sanitary Sewer System service area (“Hyperion”), 
 
Projects that discharge into the Hyperion system must follow the regulations under Ordinance No. 
166,060 adopted by the City in 1990. This ordinance established an additional annual allotment of 5 
million gallons per day (MGD), of which it allocates 1.7 MGD for priority projects, 0.4 MGD for public 
benefit projects, and 2.9 MGD for non-priority projects.  
 
Under the City of Los Angeles Municipal Code (“Municipal Code”), all new projects connecting to the 
sewer collection system or proposing additional discharge must have a Sewer Capacity Availability 
Request (SCAR) performed by the City (Section 64.15, Municipal Code). The SCAR analyzes existing 
sewer system to determine whether or not the proposed increases in wastewater flows will generate any 
capacity issues. New connections to the sewer system must also pay associated fees (Sewerage Facilities 
Charge) based upon flow strength and volume (Section 64.11.2, Municipal Code). Pursuant to the City’s 
design criteria, any new sewer laterals less than 18” must be designed for a 100-year planning period, 
and depth of peak dry weather flows shall not exceed one half the diameter of the pipe (d/D=0.5). 

 

3. EXISTING CONDITION 
 

As noted above, the existing Project Site consists of a 5,997 square-foot 1-story FedEx office building, an  
8,976 square-foot 1-story wine merchant, and surface parking.   
 
The Bureau of Sanitation of the City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works provides sanitary sewer 
service to the Project Site through a main system in the surrounding streets.  There is an existing sewer 
main along Leland Way, which flows westerly, beginning with an 8-inch VCP main adjacent to the 
northern portion of the Project. The 8-inch main transitions into a 10-inch VCP main as it intersects the 
sewer main on Vine Street.  The 10-inch main continues in the southwesterly direction along Vine Street 
beyond the limits of the Project.  There is also an existing 8-inch VCP main along De Longpre Avenue 
flowing in the easterly direction.  Each of these sewer mains that are adjacent to the Project Site connect 
to a network of sewer lines that ultimately convey wastewater to the City’s Hyperion Treatment Plant.   
 
Based on available record data from the City, there are currently 14 existing sewer laterals connecting 
from the City’s public sewer system to the Project Site.  Four of these laterals connect from the 8-inch 
main off Leland Way, ten connect from the 10-inch main off Vine Street, and four of them connect from 
the 8-inch main off De Longpre Avenue. Per Navigate LA, the calculated capacity of the 3 aforementioned 
sewer mains are: 0.71 cfs, 2.4 cfs, and 0.71 cfs respectively. 
 
Table 1 shows the estimated existing wastewater generation for the Project Site, based on Bureau of 
Sanitation sewer generation factors.   
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Table 1– Estimated Existing Wastewater Generation  

Land Use Units 
Average Generation Factor 

(gpd/unit) 
Total Average Daily 
Generation (gpd) 

Retail Building 1 5,997 sf 25/1000 sf 150 

Retail Building 2 8,976 sf 25/1000 sf 225 

Total Existing Sewer Demand 375 

 

4. SIGNIFICANCE THRESHOLDS 
 

Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines provides a set of sample questions that address impacts with 
regard to wastewater. These questions are as follows: 

 

Would the project: 

• Require or result in the relocation or construction of new wastewater treatment facilities, the 
construction or relocation of which could cause significant environmental effects? 

• Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider, which serves or may serve the 
project, that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to 
the provider’s existing commitments? 

 
In the context of these questions from the CEQA Guidelines, the City of Los Angeles CEQA 
Thresholds Guide states that a project would normally have a significant wastewater impact if: 

• The project would cause a measurable increase in wastewater flows at a point where, 
and a time when, a sewer’s capacity is already constrained or that would cause a sewer’s 
capacity to become constrained; or 

• The project’s additional wastewater flows would substantially or incrementally exceed the 
future scheduled capacity of any one treatment plant by generating flows greater than 
those anticipated in the Wastewater Facilities Plan or General Plan and its elements. 

 

 
These thresholds are applicable to the Project and are used to determine if the Project would have 
significant wastewater impacts. 

 

5. METHODOLOGY 
 

The methodology for determining the significance of a project as it relates to a project’s impact on 
wastewater collection and treatment infrastructure is based on the City of Los Angeles CEQA 
Thresholds Guide.  This methodology involves a review of the project’s environmental setting, project 
impacts, cumulative impacts, and mitigation measures as required.  The following has been considered 
as part of the determination for this Project: 

 
Environmental Setting 

• Location of the Project and appropriate points of connection to the wastewater collection system 
on the pertinent Sewer Wye Map; 

• Description of the existing wastewater system which would serve the Project, including its 
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capacity and current flows. 

Project Impacts 

• Evaluate the Project wastewater needs (anticipated daily average wastewater flow), taking 
into account design or operational features that would reduce or offset service impacts; 

• Compare the Project’s wastewater needs to the appropriate sewer’s capacity and/or the 
wastewater flows anticipated in the Wastewater Facilities Plan or General Plan. 

This report analyzes the potential impacts of the Project on the existing public sewer infrastructure 
by comparing the estimated Project demand with the calculated available capacity of the existing 
facilities. 
 
The BOS, Wastewater Engineering Division made a preliminary analysis of the local and regional 
sewer conditions to determine if available wastewater conveyance and treatment capacity exists for 
future development.  The BOS’s response to the Request for Wastewater Services Information (WWSI) 
for the proposed Project dated March 17, 2020 included in Exhibit 2 estimates the project wastewater 
generation and states that the sewer system might be able to accommodate the total flow for the proposed 
project. Additional permitting (e.g. SCAR) will be required by LABOS to confirm adequate capacity of the 
sewer infrastructure. 

 

6. PROJECT IMPACTS 
 

6.1 CONSTRUCTION 
 
Construction activities for the Project could result in a temporary increase in wastewater generation on-
site. However, such use would be temporary and nominal when compared with the wastewater 
generated by the Project.  In addition, construction workers would typically utilize portable restrooms 
and hand wash areas, which would not contribute to direct wastewater flows to the City’s wastewater 
system.  Thus, wastewater generation from Project construction activities is not anticipated to cause 
any measurable increase in wastewater flows.  Therefore, the Project’s construction impacts to the 
wastewater system would be less than significant. 

 
The Project will require abandonment of existing sewer lines to the site and construction of new on-site 
wastewater infrastructure to serve the new building.  Construction impacts associated with wastewater 
infrastructure would primarily be confined to trenching for miscellaneous utility lines and connections 
to public infrastructure.  Installation of wastewater infrastructure will be limited to on-site wastewater 
distribution and minor off-site work associated with connections to the public main.  No upgrades to 
the public main are anticipated.  Any work that may affect services to the existing sewer lines will be 
coordinated with the City of Los Angeles.  Furthermore, a Construction Management Plan, which would 
ensure safe pedestrian access as well as emergency vehicle access and safe vehicle travel in general, 
will be implemented to reduce any temporary pedestrian and traffic impacts occurring as a result of 
construction activities.  Moreover, when considering impacts resulting from the installation of any 
required wastewater infrastructure, all impacts are of a relatively short-term duration (i.e., months) and 
would cease to occur once the installation is complete.  Therefore, Project impacts on wastewater 
associated with construction activities would be less than significant.   
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6.2 OPERATION 
 

In accordance with the LA CEQA Thresholds Guide, the Project’s estimated sewer flows were based on the BOS’s 
sewage generation factors for residential and commercial categories.  Based on the proposed uses and generation 
factors, the Project’s projected wastewater generation is approximately 56,420 gpd, representing a net increase 
in wastewater generation at the Project Site of approximately 56,045 gpd.  A breakdown of these wastewater 
generation calculations is provided in Table 2. 
 
Table 2– Estimated Proposed Wastewater Generation  

Land Use 
Units 

 
Avg. Generation Factor 

(gpd/unit) 
Total Wastewater 
Generation (gpd) 

Residential:               
Studio(Bachelor) 

54 units 75/unit 4,050 

Residential:  

Apt – 1 Bedroom 

111 units 110/unit 12,210 

Residential:  

Apt – 2 Bedroom 

33 units 150/unit 4,950 

Retail:  
 

3,100 sf 50/1,000 sf 155 

Restaurant 
(12,900 sf): 

430 seats 30/seat 12,900 

Outdoor 
Common Area: 

10,900 sf 50/1,000 sf 545 

Indoor Common 
Area: 

7,400 sf 50/1,000 sf 370 

Gym: 1,600 sf 650/1,000 sf 1,040 

Pool: 1pool 20,200/pool 20,200 

Total Proposed Wastewater Flow 56,420 

Total Existing Wastewater Flow 375 

Project Net Wastewater Flow (Proposed – Existing) +56,045 

 
A Wastewater Service Information (WWSI) request was submitted to the BOS to determine whether the 
existing wastewater infrastructure can accommodate the Project.  BOS has analyzed the Project demands 
in conjunction with existing conditions and forecasted growth, and has preliminarily approved the Project 
to discharge up to 56,420 gpd into the City’s system by connecting to the existing sewer lines on Leland 
Way, Vine Street, and De Longpre Avenue. The original WWSI was approved for a total 55,893 gpd, but 
was later amended by email to account for an additional 527 gpd, yielding the net 56,420 gpd 
generation. This email can also be found with the WWSI in Exhibit 2. 

 
The BOS’s most current Integrated Resources Plan (IRP) notes that the existing design capacity of the 
Hyperion Service Area is approximately 550 mgd (consisting of 450 mgd at the Hyperion Treatment 
Plant, 80 mgd at the Donald C. Tillman Water Reclamation Plant, and 20 mgd at the Los Angeles-
Glendale Water Reclamation Plant). The project’s proposed wastewater generation increase is 
approximately 56,045 gpd. Currently, an average of 275 mgd is treated at the Hyperion Treatment Plan, 
resulting in a treatment capacity of 175 mgd, which means the project would account for approximately 
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0. 00032 percent of the available capacity in the system. Therefore, based on the WWSI for the Project 
and the available wastewater treatment capacity, impacts on wastewater infrastructure would be less than 
significant. 

 
Capacities of the sewer lines at 50% full were analyzed using FlowMaster software. The existing capacity 
of the 8-inch sewer line at 50% full in Leland Way is approximately 0.38 cubic feet per second (cfs). 
The existing capacity of the 10-inch sewer line in Vine Street at 50% full is approximately 1.31 cfs. The 
existing capacity of the 8-inch sewer line in De Longpre Avenue at 50% full is approximately 0.38 cfs. 
The project’s net increase in sewage generation is approximately 56,045 gpd (0.09 cfs).  
 
It was assumed that the sewer generation from the project would be split evenly (33.3%) to the sewer lines 
along Leland Way, Vine Street, and De Longpre Avenue. This results in approximately 7.6% of the pipe’s 
half-full capacity in Leland Way, 2.2% of the half-full capacity in Vine Street, and 7.6% of the half-full 
capacity in De Longpre Avenue. Due to this fact, and the will-serve letter generated by the Bureau of 
Sanitation, impacts on wastewater infrastructure would be less than significant. 

 
6.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 
 

The Project will result in the additional generation of sewer flow.  However, as discussed above, the BOS 
has conducted an analysis of existing and planned capacity and determined that adequate capacity exists 
to serve the Project.  Related projects connecting to the same sewer system are required to obtain a sewer 
connection permit and submit a sewer capacity availability request to the BOS as part of the related 
project’s development review.  If system upgrades are required as a result of a given project’s additional 
flow, arrangements would be made between the related project and the Bureau of Sanitation to construct 
the necessary improvements.  Impact determination will be provided following the completion of the SCAR 
analysis. 
 
Wastewater generated by the Project would be conveyed via the existing wastewater conveyance systems 
for treatment at the Hyperion Treatment Plant system.  As previously stated, based on information from 
the LA City Sanitation website, the existing design capacity of the Hyperion Service Area is approximately 
550 million gallons per day (mgd) and the existing average daily flow for the system is approximately 275 
mgd. The Project’s estimated wastewater generation increase of 56,045 gpd summarized in Table 2 
comprises less than 0.00032 percent of the available capacity in the system and less than 1.2 percent of 
the 5 mgd annual allotment of wastewater flow increase for the Hyperion Treatment Plant per Ordinance 
No. 166060.  It is expected that related projects would also be required to adhere to the Bureau of 
Sanitation’s annual wastewater flow increase allotment.   
 
Based on these forecasts, the Project’s increase in wastewater generation would be adequately 
accommodated by the Hyperion Service Area.  In addition, the BOS’s analysis confirms that the Hyperion 
Treatment Plant has sufficient capacity and regulatory allotment for the proposed Project. Thus, operation 
of the Project would have a less than significant impact on wastewater treatment facilities. Related projects 
must go through the same analysis to determine if any facilities will need to be upgraded to accommodate 
for the increase in capacity. 

 

7. LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Based on the analysis contained in this report, less than significant water or wastewater impacts have 
been identified for this Project. 
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11/19/2019

ANTHONY NAVARRETE
600 WILSHIRE BLVD, STE 1470
LA, CA, 90017

Dear ANTHONY NAVARRETE,

SEWER AVAILABILITY: 1400 VINE ST 

The Bureau of Sanitation has reviewed your request of 11/18/2019 for sewer availability at 1400
VINE ST. Based on their analysis, it has been determined on 11/19/2019 that there is capacity
available to handle the anticipated discharge from your proposed project(s) as indicated in the
attached copy of the Sewer Capacity Availability Request (SCAR) . 

This determination is valid for 180 days from the date shown on the Sewer Capacity Availability
request (SCAR) approved by the Bureau of Sanitation. 

While there is hydraulic capacity available in the local sewer system at this time, availability of
sewer treatment capacity will be determined at the Bureau of Engineering Public Counter upon
presentation of this letter. A Sewer Connection Permit may also be obtained at the same counter
provided treatment capacity is available at the time of application. 

A Sewerage Facilities Charge is due on all new buildings constructed within the City. The amount
of this charge will be determined when application is made for your building permit and the Bureau
of Engineering has the opportunity to review the building plans. To facilitate this determination a
preliminary set of plans should be submitted to Bureau of Engineering District Office, Public
Counter. 

Provision for a clean out structure and/or a sewer trap satisfactory to the Department of Building
and Safety may be required as part of the sewer connection permit. 

Lateral connection of development shall adhere to Bureau of Engineering Sewer Design Manual
Section F 480. 

Sincerely, 

Scar Request Number: 3235



City of Los Angeles
Bureau of Engineering

SEWER CAPACITY AVAILABILITY REVIEW FEE (SCARF) - Frequently Asked Questions
 SCAR stands for Sewer Capacity Availability Review that is performed by the Department of
Public Works, Bureau of Sanitation. This review evaluates the existing sewer system to determine
if there is adequate capacity to safely convey sewage from proposed development projects,
proposed construction projects, proposed groundwater dewatering projects and proposed
increases of sewage from existing facilities. The SCAR Fee (SCARF) recovers the cost, incurred
by the City, in performing the review for any SCAR request that is expected to generate 10,000
gallons per day (gpd) of sewage. 

The SCARF is based on the effort required to perform data collection and engineering analysis in
completing a SCAR. A brief summary of that effort includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

Research and trace sewer flow levels upstream and downstream of the point of connection.1.
Conduct field surveys to observe and record flow levels. Coordinate with maintenance staff
to inspect sewer maintenance holes and conduct smoke and dye testing if necessary.

2.

Review recent gauging data and in some cases closed circuit TV inspection (CCTV) videos.3.
Perform gauging and CCTV inspection if recent data is not available.4.
Research the project location area for other recently approved SCARs to evaluate the
cumulated impact of all known SCARs on the sewer system.

5.

Calculate the impact of the proposed additional sewage discharge on the existing sewer
system as it will be impacted from the approved SCARs from Item 6 above. This includes
tracing the cumulative impacts of all known SCARs, along with the subject SCAR,
downstream to insure sufficient capacity exist throughout the system.

6.

Correspond with the applicant for additional information and project and clarification as
necessary.

7.

Work with the applicant to find alternative sewer connection points and solutions if sufficient
capacity does not exist at the desired point of connection.

8.

Questions and Answers: 
When is the SCARF applied, or charged?
It applies to all applicants seeking a Sewer Capacity Availability Review (SCAR). SCARs are generally
required for Sewer Facility Certificate applications exceeding 10,000 gpd, or request from a property owner
seeking to increase their discharge thru their existing connection by 10,000 gpd or more, or any groundwater
related project that discharges 10,000 gpd or more, or any proposed or future development for a project that
could result in a discharge of 10,000 gpd.

1.

Why is the SCARF being charged now when it has not been in the past?
The City has seen a dramatic increase in the number of SCARs over 10,000 gpd in the last few years and has
needed to increase its resources, i.e., staff and gauging efforts, to respond to them. The funds collected thru
SCARF will help the City pay for these additional resources and will be paid by developers and property
owners that receive the benefit from the SCAR effort.

2.

Where does the SCARF get paid?
The Department of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering (BOE) collects the fee at its public counters. Once
the fee is paid then BOE prepares a SCAR request and forwards it to the BOS where it is reviewed and then
returned to BOE. BOE then informs the applicant of the result. In some cases, BOS works directly with the
applicant during the review of the SCAR to seek additional information and work out alternative solutions

3.

Scar Request Number: 3235
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Anthony Navarrete

From: Christophe DeMonbrun <chris.demonbrun@lacity.org>

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 5:09 PM

To: Anthony Navarrete

Cc: Samson Kawjaree

Subject: Re: 1400 Vine Street - WWSI Response Letter

Hello Anthony, 

 

The addition of 527 GPD of wastewater will not cause the system to be increased above design requirements. As such 

the previous analysis and response remains valid. As with the previous response the following statement still holds: 

 

Based on estimated flows, it appears the sewer system might be able to accommodate the total flow for your 

proposed project. Further detailed gauging and evaluation will be needed as part of the permit process to identify 

a specific sewer connection point. If the public sewer lacks sufficient capacity, then the developer will be required 

to build sewer lines to a point in the sewer system with sufficient capacity. A final approval for sewer capacity and 

connection permit will be made at the time. Ultimately, this sewage flow will be conveyed to the Hyperion Water 

Reclamation Plant, which has sufficient capacity for the project. 

 

All sanitary wastewater ejectors and fire tank overflow ejectors shall be designed, operated, and maintained as 

separate systems. All sanitary wastewater ejectors with ejection rates greater than 30 GPM shall be reviewed and 

must be approved by LASAN WESD staff prior to other City plan check approvals. Lateral connection of 

development shall adhere to Bureau of Engineering Sewer Design Manual Section F 480. 

 

Please let me know if you need any additional assistance. 

 

Regards, 

 

Chris 

 

On Mon, Mar 23, 2020 at 3:06 PM Anthony Navarrete <ANavarrete@fuscoe.com> wrote: 

Hi Chris, 

  

Hope you had good weekend. Just following up on my email and our conversation from this past Friday. Per our 

conversation, I am just looking for an email confirming that an increase of 527 gpd from the approved 55,893 gpd to 

56,420 gpd won’t need an updated WWSI. 

  

Thanks, 

  

  


